THE TRINITY LUTHERAN
October 2025

COFFEE HOUR: We have coffee and donuts every Sunday morning immediately following the worship
service. Please join us downstairs for refreshment and conversation. Everyone is welcome!

ANNOUNCEMENTS will be at 8:55 (five minutes before the start of the service). If you have an
announcement, you can either send it to Pastor Kathi or be early to make that announcement in person.

PLEASE CALL JOHN SCHERER (618-354-0774) or email him (scherer@wabash.net) if you have a
PRAYER REQUEST. If you wish to receive prayer chain notifications, please sign up at Sign-up Central in the
narthex.

Good Samaritan always welcomes unexpired nonperishable food items such as canned beans, canned
vegetables, dry spaghetti etc. If shopping is not convenient for you, please remember that monetary donations
go a long way as Good Samaritan is able to purchase in bulk from the USDA and Feeding America. Bring or
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mail your donations to Trinity and they will be delivered to Good Samaritan. Shampoo, (not conditioner) is
especially needed.

COUNCIL MEMBERS:
Mark Scherer
Chuck Sanders
Karyn St. Pierre
Autumn Ryden
Becky Cantrell
John Scherer
Kevin Scherer
Angela Slagley
Brooklyn Diel
Justin Ryden

STAFF:
Pastor ~ Rev. Kathi Boland

Pianist ~ Keegan Tucker

Choir Director ~ Andrew Flynn

Altar Guild ~ Steve Berry
Administrative Assistant ~ Debbie Judge
Custodian ~ Nathan Behnke

WEEKDAY CHILDREN’S MINISTRY::

Board Members

Bob Crum, Treasurer

Sandy Britton, Secretary
Mike Kurtz, Interim President
John Scherer

Jarron Smith

TRINITY PRESCHOOL
Director ~ Ashley Powden
Teacher ~ Angela Slagley
MMO ~ Ashley Powder
Angela Slagley

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS:

Prayer Chain~ John Scherer

Convalescing Meals ~ Becky Holstrum
Funeral Luncheons ~ Carol Diel, Sharon Kurtz
Fellowship ~ Autumn Ryden

Learning ~ Chuck Sanders




Memorials & Special Gifts ~ Sarah Kincaid
Property ~ Kevin Scherer

Service ~ Angela Slagley

Stewardship ~ Brooklyn Diel

Witness ~ Karyn St. Pierre

Finance ~ Mark Scherer

Youth~ Justin Ryden

OCTOBER HAPPY BIRTHDAYS!

2 Audra Slichenmyer
4 Cecilia Mae Garrison
5 Beth Saler

5 Rosemary West

5 Barb Stiff

7 Jacob Slichenmyer
8 Braxton Shull

9 Rhoda Slichenmyer
10 Donna May

15 Tanara Ryden

15 Joe Ochs

15 Tom Weber

17 Joyce Evans

18 Ethan Neil

22 Jane Guinn

23 Layla Burgener

24 Nora Stevens

25 Maggie Higgason
25 Frank Schwartz

October Anniversaries
3 Nathan& Barbara Moore

5 Matthew & Susan McClenathan
24 Fank & Thelma Schwartz

SPECIAL CARE MEMBERS (as of 4/01/2025)



Tressie Anderson Brookstone Estates, 1110 N. East St. Olney, IL 62450 618 395-6105

AT HOME MEMBERS:

Audrey Scherer 600 S Christy Ave. Sumner, IL 62466 618 936-2169
Gary Cowan 1525 Cypress Rd. Olney, IL 62450 618 838-2300
Norma Jean Scherer 1807 Hall St. Olney, IL 62450 618-393-2181

FROM
THE
PASTOR

as

This time of year we realize that the landscape is changing. As you read this, if you can

look up from where you are and see out of a window or door, what do you see? Is the view the
same as it was in April? Where we are blessed to live, the trees themselves change to reflect the
various aspects of God’s glory with the turning of the seasons. Our landscape is in the midst of
changing from summer’s glorious green to fall’s varied shouts of the true colors in God’s
rainbow. | pray that we rejoice in the diversity of creation around us!

Many of the fields which we drive past are being altered as well. The farmers are

harvesting their crops and readying them to be brought to market. This, too, changes our
landscapes. Just yesterday I could not see the neighbors because the corn was so high, but today I
can see for a mile! Let us pray that our farmers who work to feed us and the world find that they
are not bankrupted by our world’s changing landscape.

The countries who used to buy crops from the United States may not be doing so this

year. So many scenarios are possible with the climate of change in politics. The future’s
landscape is too far away for us to see today. What we do know about the future and the present
is that God will never leave us nor forsake us. Did you ever stop to think that we place our trust
in God now and for the rest of our lives because God has not failed us in the past? We step out in
faith, no matter who we are or what our profession is or used to be, and we trust God to gather us
in, with loving arms, because God always has. God promises to always do this. We can be secure
in God’s love for us that we are never left alone, never made to fend for ourselves. We can
depend on God to lead and guide us.

Some of us are in the springtime of our lives, and some are in winter. Each of those

landscapes are different; and the transformations portray the glory of God and God’s love in
every season of change in our life’s journey. The scenery may look different, but it is the same
God Who created all panoramas, and the same God Who will journey with us. God sent the only
Son to assure us that we will find a welcome home at our journey’s end because God so loved



the world. And God sent the one and only Son not to condemn us, but to bring the gift of
salvation, the gift of coming close to live where God’s glory dwells. Now — look back out that
window or door you were near at the beginning of this newsletter, and see the changing world
with the eyes of God’s love, which in turn, changes every landscape in every village, town, and
nation. May every people, near and far away, become aware of the life-giving love God has for
them — especially you, beloved!

August Council Minutes 2025

Pastor opened meeting with devotions.

Larry and Beth Salers make a proposal to give there houses items to the Church for selling for profit and or
keeping because they are moving away at the end of October into the first couple weeks of November.

Karen made the motion and Kevin seconded it. Mation was approved for the proposal of Larry and Beth.
Property Committee is talking with Ameren about a project that would decrease our electric bill which included
switching lights out in the parking lot to Led. The initial idea was for us to put these in, but that was rejected.
Ameran will hire a separate company to install these. Kevin is asking question for them and their email. Vote to
accept or delay the project.

Mike Kurtz came into talk about certificate of Insurance for anyone who works for the Church. He is concerned
about us not doing this. Discussion was had about it and we will take action very fast. Automatic door openers
were ordered and arriving. A work day need to be scheduled to install these. Due to the fact we our church to be
more ADA compliant even though we are not authorized to. Possibility for more efficient air conditioners.

Financial report was disused by Mark. Debbie is catching onto books.
Motion to accept -Justin Ryden Second Karyn St Piere motion carries.

Pastors hours are down from 69 hours to 52 hours and she wants to keep it that way. Pastor is starting a
Dreamers project here at Trinity, asking certain people to help. Youth needing to discuss ideas for fundraisers.
Motion Mark Scherer

Second Kevin Scherer

Motion Approved.

Chuck Sanders has submitted the draft of the Church’s Constitution to be looked at after they have made many
meetings. By laws and constitution have been merged. Constitution in bold, by laws in. This all came to be
because we had multiple constitutions. Chuck highlighted we read the officer portion of this and think we should
keep on doing these things or not.

August 26t special meeting at 6:00 p.m. to look over before sending it to Synod.

Active Shooter- Sept 6th Debbie Judge still licensed to carry a gun retried police officer (9-11) Congregation
only.

Jan Guinn- Audit Committee more needed for this- meet after 6:00p.m.
Rosemary West- Nominating Committee and Kevin Scherer once he knows.

Color printer was brought up again. We cannot rely on Print Forse to always print things for us.
Motion Pastor Kathi



Second Justin Ryden

Motion approved.

Church sign motion to go for $13,00 for sign out front with Trinity name and ELCA nothing else.
Motion Mark Scherer

Second Karyn St, Piere

Motion approved to buy sign.

Angla- Solor energy to be discussed later on.

Worship Committee- 4p.m. 7p.m. 11p.m. Christmas Eve Service or just 4pm.& 7p.m. service. Council voted no
to the 11p.m. service.

Pastor wants approval on Confirmation past graduated youth to preach every other Sunday to keep the fire
going.

Motion Pastor Kathi

Second Justin Ryden

Church Chowder on reformation Sunday!

Motion to adjourn.
Motion — John Scherer
Second- Justin Ryden
Notes from Stewardship

Beloved, sometimes numbers can be overwhelming if we don’t understand what they mean. So, let’s talk
about the money we as the body of Christ at Trinity give.

Tithing is not only about paying our bills. Tithing is how we give back to God, from the gifts we have
already been given. When we are blessed with income from a job or any other way God gives to us, that is the
pool from which we are asked to give. In our Bibles a “tithe” is 10%. However great that gift is, God uses that to
bless this church and the community and world beyond.

In addition to the gifts of time and the talents with which the good people have been blessed with and
share, we give financially of our treasures to carry out the work of the church here and in Olney. We do use what
is given to pay our bills, and here are some of the things that the money you give helps to fund: our staff and
musicians; heating/cooling the building; repairs and insurance on the building; we fund many youth activities;
supplies such as paper for bulletins and restrooms; worship materials, including subscriptions; learning supplies
for VBS and Confirmation; the internet for people in our building to continue working; coffee hour supplies; we
house Fall Kids Mall and Adopt-a-Family and our Preschool; we pay for membership for QuickBooks; and we
pay for the wonderful folks who maintain our lawn. In an average month, over forty-five checks that are written
to pay bills.

But, remember the money you give goes far beyond these walls: we give to Good Samaritan, we tithe to
our Synod, we support folks who need immediate help through the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund; we financed
Lutheran World Relief kits (personal care kits and school supply kits) through donations; we gave to Marion
Medical Mission for digging wells; we packed welcome bags for St. Andrew’s at the University of Illinois. What
you give helps both the people who are our neighbors next door, and our neighbors across the world.

Below you will see a break-out of our finances in various accounts. You can see that the giving has fallen
below our expenses. We are fortunate that we have places, such as CD’s etc., that this shortfall could cover. This
cannot be done without receiving a huge penalty. The Council decided that the finances need to be openly seen
and understood more than only at the Annual Meeting, so that each member can understand where we are on the
scale of “having enough.” While God asks us to give, God declared in Malachi 3:10 “Bring the whole tithe into
the storehouse, that there may be food in My house. Test me in this says the Lord Almighty, and see if I will not
throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store
it.” We can trust God to give back to us. This giving is a circle — God gives to us, we give back to God through
our congregation. Let us trust God’s promise and give!




January 1, 2025 — August 31st. 2025

Income = $101,146 Memorial Fund, designated for special projects only
Expenses = $136,816 Long and short-term assets = $82,089
Difference = $-35,670

Fritschle Scholarship Fund = $15,895

General Fund
Checking = $15,982 Separate Youth checking account = $2,813
Long-term assets = $103,058

St. Paul’s Cemetery (Trinity is responsible for and is
Housing/Estates, for building and ground use only managed by the Meers Family). The CD is maintained
Long and short-term assets = $211,165 by the Meers family.

Our dear member, Don Fritschle joined the church triumphant on Friday, September 26. His youngest brother,
Fred, also joined those who worship around Jesus' throne that very same day. Fred lived in Florida. Please keep
Ed and Darlene, and all of the Fritschle family in your prayers during this incredibly hard time.

Any student who is going into the 6th grade or higher and would like to begin to participate in Confirmation,
please email either the office (trinityolney(@gmail.com) or Pastor Kathi (tlcpastorkathi@gmail.com). This is a
two-year program. We need to know to have enough materials on hand. Thank you.

PEOPLE of FAITH will meet Thursday, October 2nd | at 10:00 a.m.
We will be discussing chapters seventh & eighth of Hosea. Men and Women are both welcome.

The Sunday Trinity reading group Our book is Great Believers by Rebecca Makkai. Everyone is
welcome no matter if you have been a part of book discussions in the past or not.

New Book available to check out from the church library.
This month the church library is featuring a nonfiction book entitled, He Still Moves Stones by the
famous Christian author, Max Lucado. In this book Max explores how God still intervenes in our
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lives during times of trouble, reminding us that He is always present to help us overcome
obstacles. This book was generously donated by Larry and Beth Saler.
This book will be displayed in the narthex during October and is available for check out.

Any one interested in being on the '100th Anniversary of Trinity Lutheran Church ' will meet at coffee
hour (west side tables) September 14th. We need to decide when to officially begin the planning committee's. Or
see Rosemary West if interested.

DREAMERS

When you were a child, did you dream about what might happen throughout your life? Maybe you dreamt about
what you would become when you grew up, such as a firefighter, a doctor, an astronaut, a teacher, or maybe you
were like Pastor Kathi who wanted to grow up and have a glamorous job like a garbage collector! Perhaps you
dreamt about getting married, what your wedding day would be like, or envisioning your future spouse. There
are so many dreams people have when they are young. It seems incredible and terribly sad that we stop dreaming
about the future at some point in our lives. We accept life as it is and usually do not deviate from that. Dreams
seem to "turn off" so that we are not too disappointed. Did you ever wonder what God dreams about? What
would God dream about for us, the disciples here at Trinity? What does God see for our future? All believers are
welcome to join us. We ask God to dream God's future for us, through us. Matthew 7: Ask, and it shall be given
you; seek and you shall find; knock and the door shall be opened to you! Our next meeting is October 30th at
11am. Please join us if you are able. Some meetings will take place in the evenings, and some during the day, to
try to accommodate everyone’s schedules. Dates and times will be in the bulletin, so keep dreaming, and plan to
attend!

The Preschool here at Trinity is an outreach ministry of this congregation. The total number of students we are
able to enroll may be small, but we are a mighty group! This is a new idea for our congregation, but we would
like to extend this incredible opportunity to families who want to have their child’s preschool experience with us
but are unable to afford it. Our curriculum incorporates God into all aspects of learning. This might be the first
(sometimes the only place) that young students learn of and experience our God Who loves them so very much.
The fact that we have families who want to come here, when there is a free public preschool available to them is
incredible! Won’t you please make this outreach part of your giving? One child’s tuition for a month is $170.
The tuition can be covered by one person or multiple families to reach this $170. We would love to be able to
accept 9 students free of charge to attend Trinity in the fall. Please give as generously as you are able because we
are shaping lives to meet and love Christ! Thank you, Trinity Lutheran Church!

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BE A BLESSING TO THIS CONGREGATION by reading God's words during
the service, please go to Sign-Up Central and put your name on a few lines for the upcoming year! Thank you
for serving in this way.



COMMUNION: Gluten free communion wafers are available if needed. Let Pastor Kathi know when you go
up for communion.

Dear Fritschle Grant Committee,

Thank you for choosing me to receive the Fritschle Education Grant. As I continue my education at OCC, [ am
very thankful for you thought full gift. Because of your scholarship, I will be able to purchase a graphing
calculator for my match classes. Thank you for your generous gift.

Liam Ryden

LUTHER SEMINARY PROVIDES NO COST BIBLE REFLECTIONS and prayers 6 days each week
under the heading of God Pause. Anyone with internet access is invited to subscribe:
communic@info.luthersem.com

PLAY IN THE PARK

Members and friends of all ages, let's meet in Trinity's Park (Fellowship Hall) the third
Saturday of each month at 5:00 p.m.. Join us on Saturday, October 18th.

SERVING IN October
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Date Lector Prayers of Acolytes Communion
Intercession Assistant
10/05/2025 Maddy Bellinger Kylie Holdren Maddy Bellinger
Drake Holdren Mark Scherer
10/12/2025 | Jean Weber Daniel Scherer Luke Slagley Daniel Scherer
Ben Powell Autumn Ryden
10/19/2025 Ethan Mehl Conner Akers Ethan Mehl
Ridge Davis Autumn Ryden
10/26/2025 | Lisa Holdren Liam Ryden Autumn Ryden Liam Ryden
Savannah Ryden Autumn Ryden

Our Mission Statement’
Trinity Lutheran Church strives to reach and welcome all with the love of Christ.




