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The Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 
Gospel: John 15:1-8   

‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. He removes every branch in me that 

bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have 

already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just 

as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you 

abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear 

much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown 

away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 

If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done 

for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples. 

 

 

Last Sunday I talked about the Great I AM. There are seven ‘I AMs’, in John’s 
gospel: 

• the light of the world; 

• the way, the truth and the life; 

• the bread from heaven; 

• the door of the sheep; 

• the Good shepherd; 

• the Resurrection and life and 

• the Vine. 
  

‘I am the Vine, you are the Branches’ (John 15:5) is the 7th and it completes the 

sayings. The vine is an agricultural image found all over the Old Testament. It 
represents Israel -- God’s people. 
 

In Psalm 80:8, Israel is called the vine that was brought out of Egypt. In chapters 

15, 17, and 19 of Ezekiel, Israel is called ‘the vine.’ In Isaiah 5, Israel is defined as a 

degenerate vine (see also Jeremiah 2:21). 

 

Jesus identifies himself as THE VINE and therefore, the true Israel. The nation 
of Israel, as God’s designate, failed to accomplish God’s mission. The prophets 
we noted above all make the point of Israel’s failure. Jesus succeeded where 
Israel failed. He is everything that God desired. 
 

Jesus says “I am the true Vine.”  The meaning is obvious. He is Genuine. He is 
not counterfeit. He is not a fake vine. He is not a false vine. He is not a flawed 
vine. He is not a sham. He is not deceitful. He is not a pretender. 
  

Jesus is the TRUE VINE. God the Father planted him to be the PERFECT VINE. 
 

God the FATHER is portrayed as the Gardener, the Vine Dresser. The Father 
waters the vine. The Father continually prunes that vine. The Father takes all the 



trouble to make the branches productive. The Father cares for, looks after, 
watches over the vine and the branches alike.  

The followers of Jesus (Christians) are “the branches of the Vine.” Christ is the 
source of life for his followers and therefore, the source of fruit that the branches 
produce. 

Christian denominations are branches attached to the Vine. All attached branches 
are described as ‘IN ME.’  The phrase IN ME describes the condition of 
belonging -- it explains to whom the branches belong. They are not their own, 
they are attached to that life-giving stalk. There they get their nourishment and, 
ultimately, they blossom and bear fruit. 

Jesus distinguishes between two types of branches (i.e. fruitful and fruitless). 
Fruitfulness and fruitlessness depend on their state of ‘belonging’. The phrase “IN 
ME” defines the believers who are in Jesus and therefore are fruitful because 
they belong. 

Believers become productive because they ‘ABIDE IN JESUS.’ Branches are 
productive because they ABIDE IN JESUS and JESUS abides in THEM. Jesus 
desires all believers to ABIDE IN HIM in order to avoid the catastrophic outcome of 
being cut off. To ABIDE is to stay as long as it takes -- to never leave. 

People who are no longer connected to Jesus inevitably lose their salvation. 
These are no longer in CHRIST, the life-giver. These ‘branches’ are cut off by 
the Father, who is the Gardner, the Vine Dresser.  The Father’s job is to separate 
unproductive branches from the vital union with Christ. God rejects any of us that 
have rejected Christ. God judges that person because he or she has rejected 
Christ. 

Jesus makes a distinction between two kinds of pruning: 
 a) cutting off  or                                                                                                                               
 b) cutting back.                                                                                                                                          

I mentioned above that failure to ABIDE in Jesus results in becoming fruitless 
and consequently being ‘cut off.’ Cutting off does not promote growth. It cuts a 
believer from the lifeline. The cut off person loses his nutrients from the trunk 
and dies a spiritual death. Unproductive followers are as good as dead because 
they are cut off. Cut off branches dry up. They are tossed aside as worthless, 
ultimately into the fire.                                                                                                                                                                                              

There is a reason why worthless branches are tossed into the fire. The logic is 
simple -- they might infect the rest of the tree. It is easy for those who are 
apostate to infect other believers by spreading bad influences. God deals with 
them the way he dealt with Judas. He does this to save other disciples. God cuts 
the apostate off from the life-giving power so they don’t infect the flock. 



On the other hand, fruitful branches are cut back to promote growth. Cutting 
back is the second type of pruning. God sometimes disciplines or chastises 
believers (cuts them back) to strengthen their faith and their character. 

I have known this form of cutting back in my own life. God has chastised me at 
times. As it is written in Revelations 3:19, “God corrects and disciplines everyone 
he loves.” Deuteronomy 8:5 says, “Just as a parent disciplines a child, the Lord 
your God disciplines you for your own good.” And in 1 Corinthians 11:32, it says, 
“…we are being disciplined so that we are not condemned along with the world.”  

That is why we need to confess our sin. We need to stay in the flock and bear 
more fruit in Christ. Believers are cut back or disciplined in order to stay in the 
flock. God removes anything that might hinder them from success.  

Fruitfulness is certainly the result of the good Christian life lived by a believer. A 
believer should bring glory to God through the believers’ life and witness. Once a 
person believes in Christ and is forgiven, he must remain in Christ. Even Peter, 
who denied the Lord three times, cried over what he had done. He repented and 
was reinstated to the flock. So were the rest of the disciples that deserted Jesus. 
They too were cut back -- they were allowed to feel the aloneness and fear of 
being separated from the life-giving vine. They realized their error, they repented 
and they were forgiven.                                                                                                                                  

In other words, empowered believers are held responsible. We must all accept 
the responsibility of abiding or remaining in Christ. 

There are conditions for abiding in Christ: 

1. Keeping God’s Word in our hearts and minds and actions. 

2. Maintaining intimate relationship with Christ thru prayer.   

3. Obeying Jesus’ commands, and staying in the community of believers who 
are themselves the Body of Christ.    

4. Keeping our lives clean through repentance and thus resisting sin.  

5. Yielding to the Holy Spirit’s direction.  

There is no such a thing as ‘once in the vine, always in the vine.’ Backsliders are 
backsliders. It didn’t apply to Judas. It won’t apply to us either. We are warned. 
Never abandon our faith or turn our backs on Jesus. 

Jesus says that the only way to live a fruitful life is to abide in him like a branch 
on the vine. Apart from Christ, we are worthless and can do nothing.  

When the branch (or believer) produces much fruit, then: 

 - God is glorified for his daily provisions of sunlight and rain.  

 - God is glorified when the harvest matures and is brought into the barn. 

 - God is glorified when believers stay in right relationship with Christ. 

  



Let these truths serve as guides and goals for the believer: 

• Our relationship with Christ is not meant to be static, 

 - it is progressive and   

 - it must be on-going. 

• Responsibility for abiding in Christ so that He will abide in us is ours. 

• Being called a Christian is not enough -- uncommitted Christianity is a sham. 

Pretenders and deceptive Christians are counterfeits and are not genuine. These 
will be cut off and be tossed into the fire by the heavenly Father.   

Stay connected to Christ, the Vine.  Enjoy true relationship with the Vine by 
cleaning up areas of thought, attitude, behavior and motives. Jesus invites us to 
abide in HIM and HE in us to produce much fruit. 

Stay in Christ! 

Abide in Him.  

Remain connected to him! 

 

Amen!   


